Cryptosporidiosis in ferrets.
The diagnosis of cryptosporidiosis in two ferrets who died from unrelated causes prompted a survey to determine the prevalence and incidence of the infection in ferrets at our facility. The survey of the existing ferret population and all new arrivals indicated cryptosporidiosis occurred as a subclinical disease in a high percentage of young ferrets: 40% of the ferret population and 38 to 100% of the new arrivals had cryptosporidial oocysts in their feces. The infection was found to persist for several weeks in both immunocompetent and immunosuppressed ferrets. The interspecies transmission of Cryptosporidium implies that infected ferrets should be considered a potential source of infection for the general population.